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Prior to the introduction of Resolution #1741-2000 in the Suffolk County Legislature on July 3, 2000, the Quality Consortium of Suffolk County (“QC”) has been concerned with raising the quality of sober home management in Suffolk County.   Although this local law was amended a few times and was ultimately adopted in 2003 as Suffolk County Chapter Law 450, we believe this County law was never fully implemented due to a court challenge related to the Federal Fair Housing Act. 

In 2006, the New York State Legislature considered a legislative bill sponsored by Assemblywoman Ginny Fields and Senator LaValle to amend the State Mental Hygiene Law in relation to a pilot program in Suffolk County regarding the regulation of “recovery homes”.  The bill passed both houses in 2006 but was vetoed by Governor Pataki.  

The bill has been reintroduced in 2007 as A1533/S815.  The QC supports the intent of this very important legislation, as we believe that more rigorous State oversight is needed to ensure that all sober homes affiliated with NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services (“OASAS”) licensed facilities meet generally accepted standards of quality and accountability.  This legislation is a good first step toward that goal, but the bill should be amended to make sure this pilot program does not make it more difficult for high-quality sober home providers to operate. A higher rate of public assistance housing reimbursement is crucial to assure that high quality providers can afford to meet required standards.  This legislation, as written, fails to adequately address this issue.

Many clients treated by the member agencies of the QC reside in various sober homes throughout the County.  The QC continues to see the need for these homes to exist and have a process established to assure quality management of these homes.

