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RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING AND PREVENTION, TREATMENT AND RECOVERY FUNDING NEEDS
Economic growth is on the minds of all New Yorkers.  As our State Budget crisis continues, alternative ways to raise revenue or reduce the budget are at the forefront.  January 2010, Governor Paterson proposed lifting gaming safeguards to assist the State in not only reducing the State’s budget deficit but to bring about needed jobs as well.  His proposals include expanding the hours of operation for video lottery casinos and Quick Draw games; and eliminating restrictions on Quick Draw concerning the size of establishments and on food sales.  In addition, an increase in the amount of casinos is being considered and Powerball is now available in New York.
Increasing gambling opportunities, increases social costs.  Increased social costs outweigh gambling revenue unless it is done RESPONSIBLY!
Social costs include increased rates of problem and pathological gambling problems for New York State residents.   These problems devastate individuals, families and communities.  When gambling becomes problematic or pathological it can deprive people of the basic necessities such as shelter and food, financial well-being, and create an increase in bankruptcy, theft, suicide, domestic violence, mental health and substance abuse.  Data shows that approximately ONE MILLION New Yorkers have a gambling problem; statistics which don’t include the impact on family members or communities or the social costs of this problem.
Governor Paterson is eliminating additional funding for new prevention programs in the State and has allocated only a small amount of revenue to fund awareness campaigns, education, prevention, treatment and recovery.

The ASAP Problem Gambling prevention and treatment committee recognizes that gambling has become accepted in almost every part of our society and along with that acceptance comes the responsibility to help New York prevent, treat and foster recovery from problem and pathological gambling and REDUCE SOCIAL COSTS of this problem.  We recommend that the Governor and the New York State Legislature:

· Earmark 1% of all gaming revenue towards funding awareness, prevention, treatment and recovery programs
· Raise gambling age to 21
· Provide enforcement prohibiting underage sales of lottery tickets
· Remove free-standing lottery machines

· Incorporate problem gambling screens into the criminal justice system

· Provide funds for a social impact study on the impact of gaming on NYS
