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Save lives by raising the tax on beer by 25 cents a gallon and dedicate some of this revenue to maintain the core services for individuals and families helped by the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS).  

New York State has one of the lowest beer excise taxes in the nation, 11 cents per gallon which is half the 1991 New York State tax rate on beer of 21 cents per gallon. Raising the beer tax at this time is both reasonable and responsible. Every 1 cent per gallon tax increase raises 3.3 million dollars, 25 cents would generate over 82 million for New York State. It would have minimal impact on moderate responsible beer drinkers and reduce drinking by youth. According to a 1992 Anheuser-Bush/Roper poll, more than 80% of beer drinkers report drinking only once a week or less. Beer consumed by the highest 10% of drinkers represents almost half of the alcohol consumed. People drink more during tough economic times. Therefore, beer sales, jobs and profits are not likely to drop. 
We know that raising the tax on cigarettes and dedicating a portion of this revenue to smoking prevention and nicotine recovery has helped to cut youthful smoking, reduce the health consequences for adults and ultimately cut costs to taxpayers.
Budget cuts to OASAS will throw more addicted persons and their families on the pile of those already not receiving services and clearly lead to more social, medical and legal costs to taxpayers. Creating a dedicated beer tax to support OASAS would in effect be like a pre-paid health plan since the heaviest drinkers are also most likely to be the consumers of treatment services and their children are the most in need of prevention services. What are we waiting for? It’s a good solution for how we can do the best we can with what we have during these tough times.

How many times has our past history predicted our future? Let’s learn from our recent past history with the tobacco tax and prevent historical facts of the Great Depression from reoccurring, when many men in desperation turned to alcohol to try to escape problems and ended up on skid row, leaving their families to fend for themselves and the women and children on welfare. During today’s economic crisis men and women are turning to many other drugs besides alcohol to escape problems. If we don’t take significant steps it could get worse and we will see more: unemployment, applications for public assistance, lower wage jobs without health insurance (the working poor), HMOs creaming for healthy employed patients, HMOs denying and delaying payments for chemical dependency treatment, housing foreclosures, and people moving off Long Island because they can not afford to live here.

Local Beer Tax? Laws should allow local government the opportunity for this tax revenue idea to help save lives. The Suffolk County Legislature passed a sense resolution on this issue in 2002. The bill did not go further because of the need to amend state tax laws. Ten other states have already dedicated a portion of the beer tax revenue to alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treatment and it has worked. 
Talking Points to Meet with Legislators on The Beer Tax Solution
· QC Group Leader, who has a program located in the legislator’s district, introduces the group and gives a QC Brochure and the one page beer tax position paper. Have a few copies to distribute as needed. Our QC group leader should also be prepared to send an e-mail report back to Kathy Ayers Lanzillotta (QC- Public Policy Chair) after the meeting. 
· Review the major points outlined in the QC Beer Tax position paper and the material put together by ASAP
1. History of NYS Beer Tax Rate – Impact when you factor in inflation – Why beer instead of all alcoholic beverages – NY has one of the lowest state beer tax rates and beer is the gateway alcoholic beverage for youth - binge drinking is usually beer
2. How this makes sense economically during this tough time. Keep it simple – be persuasive
3. Compare how increases in cigarette tax  has worked to build needed revenue and reduce health costs

4. Talk about how our QC Programs Help People – the full continuum (Prevention and Treatment) Give solid local statisitics, maybe the success rates (IPMES data from local programs in the legislators district or offer to get this if you don’t have it for the meeting)
5. Say “Quality Consortium” more then a few times during the meeting and mention our affiliation with the Association of Substance Abuse Providers of NYS (ASAP). There is strength in numbers – Assure them that we are speaking with one voice statewide.
6. Tell real life stories of how people (voters in their district) have been helped or reached through our programs
7. Directly ask if we can count on the legislator for support with this dedicated beer tax initiative and if an Aide does not know the answer see if they want to call you or if they’d prefer you call back for an answer on that question. Be sure to offer to look up any questions they may have and get back to them or refer them to Kathy Ayers Lanzillotta (ayers.kathleen@catholiccharities.cc) if needed. 
8. Suggest legislators to talk to Assemblyman Oritiz who has sponsored an alcohol beverage dedicated tax bill (A10218) to discuss amending this bill to focus on beer tax. Ask if the legislator will add their name to the bill as a sponsor. We need to get a Senator to sponsor the legislation in the Senate. 
9. If they want more information about the local beer tax idea refer them to Assemblywoman Ginny Fields and ask them for direction on how we can work with them to address the tax laws to allow our County to consider a Local Beer Tax.

10. Assign someone in the group to make a follow up call two weeks after the meeting to find out the legislator’s position on the issue and if they oppose the idea to ask if there is any additional information we could provide that might help us to gain that legislator’s support.
· Give out web sites for additional resources – It’s easy if you just google “beer tax”. A good resource is the Center for Science in the Public Interest Fact Book on State Beer Taxes.

